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Chesapeake Conservancy
Jollows the wake of
Captain John Smith

toward Bay restoration

By Lisa A. Lewis

hen Captain John Smith
embarked on a journey to
explore the Chesapeake
Bay more than 400
years ago, he couldn’t have known the
profound impact he would have on
future generations. But as a result of
his voyages—in which he created maps
of the region and kept journals of his
experiences—he secured his place in
history. His extraordinary account of his
adventures allows people to step back in
time and catch a glimpse of what the Bay
was like four centuries ago. Indeed, Smith
played a major role in the exploration
of the Chesapeake Bay, and his legacy
endures—immortalized in the Captain
John Smith Chesapeake National
Historic Trail.

Smith’s voyages still serve as a source

of inspiration for residents of the
Chesapeake Bay watershed. In fact, one
group that has been greatly influenced by
Smith’s contributions is the Chesapeake
Conservancy, a nonprofit organization
based in Annapolis. Recognizing the

need for an organization to promote
conservation, stewardship, and access

to the Chesapeake Bay, its lands, and

its rivers, the Friends of the John Smith
Chesapeake Trail and the Friends of
Chesapeake Gateways joined together and
created the Chesapeake Conservancy in
2010. Since its founding, the organization
has embraced the Captain John Smith

Chesapeake National Historic Trail as
inspiration that helps shape the foundation

of its work.

The Big Picture

According to the Chesapeake Conservancy,
its mission is to achieve a healthier
Chesapeake Bay watershed by connecting
people with its history and wildlife,
conserving its landscapes and rivers, and
restoring its natural resources. Indeed, the
organization works tirelessly to promote

a deep love and appreciation of the Bay.
The Chesapeake Conservancy also serves
as a catalyst for change by developing
strong public and private partnerships
and developing and utilizing innovative

technology.

Along with its mission, the Chesapeake
Conservancy developed a unique vision that

approaches conservation “though the eyes of

John Smith.” The organization envisions a
healthier Chesapeake Bay watershed where
residents can be surrounded by beatity:
clean water, abundant forests, wetlands,
shorelines, open spaces, and a variety of
wildlife—a national treasure steeped in
history and culture and a resource’to be ;
protected and cherished for present and |
future generations. |

AT

“The Chesapeake Bay is North America’s
largest estuary,” says Joel Dunn, president
and CEO of the Chesapeake Cohservay
“You might think of it as the Grand
Canyon of estuaries! It's 2 magical

place, ﬁxllofwddthmgsandhnstory amp
The Chesapeake shapes our culture and 1003
traditions and defines our communities. ..,
WeareallpanoftheChmpmkcand
its great rivers. Its geography naturally
weaves together the land and rivers in wiys
that make the ecosystem and our hxstory

inseparable from our daily llVCS.
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Goal Driven

In order to achieve its mission and

fulfill its vision for a healthier Bay, the
Chesapeake Conservancy established
three distinct goals: to connect people to
the Chesapeake, to conserve its landscapes
and special places, and to restore its lands,
habitats, and waters.

GOAL 1: CONNECT

The Chesapeake Conservancy creates
opportunities for people to connect
with the Chesapeake Bay for recreation,
education, and inspiration. It works to
achieve this goal by advocating for more
public access so people can enjoy the
Bay, using technology to engage people
through projects that are accessible via
the Internet, and generating interest in
conservation.

Public Access

The Chesapeake Bay watershed
comprises 11,600 miles of tidal
shoreline. However, public access is
extremely limited—comprising less

than 2 percent of the shoreline. Indeed,
accessibility to the water is a serious issue
in Anne Arundel County. Although

the county has more than 500 miles

of shoreline—more than any other
region in Maryland—there are only a
few public access sites. The Chesapeake
Conservancy is dedicated to increasing
access around the watershed and has
been involved in several projects to
develop new public access sites along the
Bay and its rivers and enhance existing
launches and facilities.

The Captain John /—
Smith Chesapeake
National Historie Trail

Officially launched on May 12, 2007, the
Captain John Smith Chesapeake National
Historic Trail, the first national water trail,
commemorates Smith’s exploration of

the Bay based on his maps and journals.
Administered by the National Park Service,
the trail, which covers approximately 3,000
miles in parts of present-day Virginia,
Maryland, Delaware, and the District of
Columbia, follows the routes of Smith’s two
voyages on the Chesapeake Bay in 1608 as
well as his voyages on the York, James, and
other rivers between 1607 and 1609.

A unique way to explore the Chesapeake
Bay, the trail offers opportunities for
tourism, recreation, environmental and
cultural education, and conservation.
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More lbﬂiZKnowledge

At AACS we integrate knowledge,
character, and faith into your child’s
educational experience.

Our students form lasting relationships
while developing their God-given
talents and interests.

FOUR LOCATIONS

Lower School, PreK-5 ¢ 710 Ridgely Ave., Annapolis
B Lower School, K-5 ¢ 61 Gambrills Rd., Severn
Middle School, 6-8 e 716 Bestgate Rd., Annapolis
Upper School, 9-12 ® 109 Burns Crossing Rd., Severn

Annapolis Area Christian School is a PreK-12th grade
non-denominational Christian schools offering a college
preparatory academic curriculum, a competitive athletic
program, and outstanding fine arts. Visit aacsonline.org.
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CHRIST-CENTERED CULTURE —
AND COMMUNITY Al :

Winner of The Capital Gazette’s
Readers Choice Award for
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Chesapeake National Historic Trail

Plan Your Adventure

The Captain John Smith Chesapeake National
Historic Trail travels nearly 3.000 miles across the
Chesapeake Bay and its rivers. The trail was
officially launched in May 2007, as part of the
400th anniversary of the founding of Jamestown,
Virginia.

Since then, the trail has been extended bevond the
route of Smith's explorations 1o include the rivers
and upper reaches ¢ s that served as trade
and transportation routes for Indian tribes who
lived here before the English arrived.

There are countless things to see and do along
Smith trail. The water routes offer great
experiences for paddling and power boats, and
there are lots of land-based sites to visit by car
You'll find opportunities for boating, hiking,
bicycling, and watching wildlife, as well as historic
settings with museums, living history exhibits,
and visitor centers. Many sites along the trail offer
several of these options in one setting or ina
cluster of nearby sites.

o
Bl o e

Trad formation and Susquebanne Rxer sccess facitses
avasatie at the Zimmerman Centes for Hertage

Use these resources to
learn more about what
the Smith Trail offers.

at www.smithtrail.net.

Check out the map or usethe
“Adventure Planner” to design sour
itinerary, Explore your options on a
varicty of water trails, and read
excerpts from the official boater's
guide. This website also offers Jots of
information about Smith, American
Indians (pastand present), and the
Chesapeake Bay of the carly 1600s.

i Visit the trail website

Visit y
0 0 inspire vour next adventure along the

Smith trail and throughout the
Chesapeake region. Read trave] articles for trip
ideas. enjor Qunning photography. and search
for specific interests — like boating, camping,
geocaching, maritime heritage, and more — in
the places vou would like to visit.

These yellow buovs
float on the water 1o mark
places on the John Smuh
Trail. They also transmit
recording about that
location 400 years ago. You
can access buoy information
atwww.buoyhay noas gov
and by phone toll free at
877-BUOY BAY
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Map legend

Visitor information
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The John Smith Trail extends beyond the route of
Smith's explorations to include additional river routes
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INDIAN CREEK SCHOOL

A school that acts on
extensive research about
how children learn best
is best for children.

Students are happier - and learn more -
when they’re working at their
full intellectual capacity.

The Indian Creek curriculum includes
Advanced Placement, Blended Learning,
and STEM programs - especially effective with
curious students, who crave challenges
to keep them engaged.

FALL OPEN HOUSE SCHEDULE:

Lower & Middle Schools Upper School
Grades PK3-8 Grades 9-12
Wednesday, November 4 Sunday, November 15

g-11a.m. -3 p.m.

indiancreekschool.org
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In fact, there are a variety of ways to
experience the trail. Visitors can explore
the Bay by boat or via “Smart Buoys,” a
unique trail guide and observation system
that provides instant information. The
Chesapeake Bay Interpretive Buoy System
was developed by the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration with the
support of numerous partners, including
the Chesapeake Conservancy and the
National Park Service. In addition to
providing recreational access to the Bay
and its rivers, the trail also provides the
Chesapeake Conservancy with a foundation
for conservation and education.

“The Chesapeake Conservancy is our lead
partner in providing public access and
conserving and restoring the resources of
the Chesapeake watershed,” says Chuck
Hunt, superintendent of the National
Park Service Chesapeake Bay Office,
which manages the Captain John Smith
Chesapeake National Historic Trail. “I
greatly appreciate Chesapeake Conservancy’s
leadership in improving access for the
public and conserving resources all along
the trail. From innovations in technology,
to public outreach, to attracting funding for
critical initiatives, we just couldn’t have a
better partner.”

Wildlife Webcams

The Chesapeake Conservancy helps people
gain an appreciation of the environment
through its wildlife webcams, which feature
osprey and a peregrine falcon. A fascinating
way to observe the wonders of nature,

the webcams allow viewers to observe

the birds’ activities via the Internet. Both
webcams average approximately 8,000
views a day and attract viewers from all

50 states. The peregrine webcam is the
Chesapeake Conservancy’s second successful
webcam, and since its launch in March
2015, it has attracted viewers from about
100 countries, including Iceland, Ghana,
the Cayman Islands, Armenia, China, and
Belize. The first webcam featured Tom

and Audrey, a nesting pair of osprey on
Kent Island, and was incredibly popular,
with more than 500,000 viewers from 123
countries worldwide in 2014.

www.WhatsUpMag.com
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Joel with his dog, Cuba. Photo
courtesy of Chesapeake Conservancy.

Virtual Tour of the
Susquehanna River

The Chesapeake Conservancy has partnered
with Envision the Susquehanna on a
unique project that allows people to

explore the Susquehanna River, the East
Coast’s longest river, by taking a virtual
tour. A one-of-a-kind boat, built by
Richmond, Virginia-based Terrain360,

CHARTING « TRAIL of ECO-AWARENESS

and equipped with cameras, captures high-
resolution, 360-degree images along the
entire length of the river. Images are taken
every 50 feet by six cameras mounted on the
boat 10 feet above the water’s surface and
create a digital map of the river, which is
accessible via the Internet.

The virtual tour of the Susquehanna River
is expected to be available to the public in
late 2015 on the Chesapeake Conservancy’s
website at chesapeakeconservancy.org. In
addition, the Chesapeake Conservancy
hopes to expand the virtual tour of the
Susquehanna to the entire Captain John
Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail.

“What's exciting for me personally is our
use of technology in our efforts to conserve
and protect the Bay for future generations,”
says Jeff Allenby, director of conservation
innovation for the Chesapeake Conservancy.
“Not everyone can get out and enjoy the
Bay as often as theyd like, but through

technology, we can help bring the Bay to
them through opportunities such as our
wildlife webcams, Captain John Smith
Trail virtual map, and virtual tour of the
Susquehanna River. We're also finding new
ways through cutting-edge technology to
make conservation more efficient and yield
a greater impact with fewer resources, such
as time and money.”

GOAL 2: CONSERVE

In order to protect the Chesapeake Bay for
present and future generations, large-scale
conservation efforts are critical. According
to the Chesapeake Conservancy, more than
six million acres (45 percent) of the forest
and wetland resources in the watershed

are vulnerable to development, and forests
are converted at a rate of about 100 acres

a day. The Chesapeake Conservancy
advocates for the conservation of landscapes,
waterways, shorelines, wildlife habitat, and
cultural resources. To achieve this goal,

Is your child...

Discover Key and Learn Why.
Fall Open House

Middle School/Upper School (Grades 5 - 12)
Saturday, November 7 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

actively engaged in the
process of really learning?

g ey

neKEY

SCHOOL

PRE-SCHOOL - GRADE 12

Invest in your child’s future.

www.KeyS;hooli;pgg
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the organization works to protect land,
expand funding resources, enhance market-
based solutions, foster community-based
conservation, and develop customized
analysis and planning,

“We're in the middle of a profound
watershed-wide ecosystem collapse,”

Dunn says. “The Chesapeake region,

which has a population approaching 18
million and climbing, is experiencing rapid
conversion of open space, deforestation,
and dangerously poor water quality. Despite
one of America’s longest and most intensely
coordinated efforts to protect and restore
the estuary, in general, the ecosystem’s
health and productivity continue to

sharply decline. Now more than ever,

we as a community hold the power to
protect or destroy the place we love. How
we take the next step is the crux of our
challenge. We need to be wildly creative and
achieve a collective impact. This requires

unprecedented collaboration, new tools,
and strong community engagement.”

Precision Conservation

To address the serious issues facing the
Chesapeake Bay watershed, it’s critical to
reassess the ways in which conservation

is approached. This requires utilizing the
latest high-resolution datasets to target and
implement best management practices.

According to Dunn, one promising
mechanism is the use of emerging technology
and conservation science integrated with
community-based conservation. The
Chesapeake Conservancy is pioneering

the application of emerging technologies
and high-resolution aerial imagery and
elevation data to develop new information
to increase the effectiveness and efficiency
of conservation and restoration practices
throughout the Chesapeake Bay watershed.

This approach, called precision
conservation, involves “getting the

right practices, in the right place, at the
right scale.” By implementing precision
conservation, the Chesapeake Conservancy
works to provide communities with the
information they need to make evidence-
based decisions.

“With tens of thousands of acres of forest
and wetland vanishing each year, persistent
pollution problems, and the looming
impacts of climate change, now is the time
to work together,” Dunn says. “Through a
good strategy of better science, technology,
collaboration, and funding, the Chesapeake
Conservancy is advancing collective action

for the Chesapeake.”

GOAL 3: RESTORE

The Chesapeake Conservancy partners with
public agencies, nonprofit organizations,

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.
Open House, Wednesday, November 11th 9 am-11 am

* Award-winning, highly integrated curriculum promotes creative
problem solving and sapports a strong academic foundation.

* Small classes taught by enthusiastic, experienced educarors encourage

confidence, maturity and leadership.

* Dedicated commitment to environmental education and sustainable practices.

* All aspects of the Saint Andrew’s experience nurture our traditional values

of kindness and respect.

Pre-K 3’s-8th Grade * 410.266.0952
4B Wallace Manor Rd., Edgewater, MD

www.standrewsum.org
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and private landowners to restore vital
natural resources, such as forests and
wetlands. The organization works to
achieve this goal by developing new science
and using cutting-edge technology to
enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of
restoration projects.

Continned on page 7
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RE. CONSERVE

GET INVOLVED

CONNECT WITH THE
CHESAPEAKE CONSERVANCY
To learn more about the
Chesapeake Conservancy and

the important work it does, visit
chesapeakeconservancy.org. You
can also follow the organization

on Facebook and Twitter.

EXPLORE THE CHESAPEAKE BAY
To encourage interest in the
Chesapeake Bay, the Chesapeake
Conservancy creates a weekly
e-newsletter called “Trips &
Tips,” which highlights exciting
events taking place in the region.
To sign up to receive it, visit
chesapeakeconservancy.org/
Trips-and-Tips.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE
As a nonprofit 501(c)(3)
organization, the Chesapeake
Conservancy relies on the
generosity of citizens like you who
love the Chesapeake Bay. You
can help support the organization
by making a donation. Your
gift is greatly appreciated.

www.WhatsUpMag.com
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For the past several years, the Chesapeake
Conservancy has built partnerships,
developed data for conservation, and
fostered funding mechanisms for land
conservation and restoration, which has

led to the protection of new lands and the
creation of more public access. Its work with
its partners has resulted in the development
of new trails, parks, and wildlife refuges
throughout the Chesapeake region.

One restoration project in which the
Chesapeake Conservancy had the
opportunity to play a significant role was a
large tree-planting project at Kent County
High School and Worton Park. Called the
“Treemendous Project,” it involved the
planting of various trees, shrubs, and flowers
throughout the two areas. A collaboration
between the high school, the Chester River
Association, the Chesapeake Conservancy,
and the Maryland Department of Natural
Resources (DNR), the project was made
possible by a grant from the DNR. The
Chesapeake Conservancy, which became
involved in the project because it wanted to
implement the use of a modern geographic
information system to work on the water
flow for the two sites.

Future Outlook

Although the Chesapeake Bay will never
look the way it did when Smith first laid
eyes on it, the Chesapeake Conservancy
and its partners are dedicated to
implementing innovative strategies

to make the Bay healthier for present
and future generations to enjoy.

“My vision [for the future] is for people to
live in harmony with the Chesapeake Bay,”
Dunn says. “I also like the idea that my
two-month-old daughter, Harper, will one
day run along the shore of a park we helped
create, climb a tree in a forest that we helped
plant, and watch a monarch butterfly or
osprey fly by because of our work. It’s
rewarding to think that she will have the
same opportunities to enjoy this beautiful

place that I did when I was a kid.” ¢
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ANNAPOLIS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

2015 - 2016 SEASON

José-Luis Novo, Music Director
The Philip Richebourg Chair

, Duorvak
& Brahmos

NOVEMBER 13 & 14, 2015 . 8PM
FREE Pre-Concert Lecture at 6:45PM

José-Luis Novo, conductor
Netanel Draiblate, violin

Holiday Pops
Simply Sinathva
Chhistmas

with Steve Lippia
Presented by & PNC

WEALTH MANAGEMENT

DECEMBER 18, 2015 - 8PM
José-Luis Novo, conductor

Tickets start at $38 - Students $13 (online code STUDENT)
www.annapolissymphony.org - 410-263-0907
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