EAVEN AND EARTH NEVER AGREED to frame a more )
perfect place for man’s habitation,” wrote Captain John ‘ K
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“In these moments when our national character is most tested, we rightly seek
to protect that which fuels our spirit.” Ken Salazar, Secretary of the Interior
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Rising in the Appalachian
piedmont, “the nation's river”
flows east and south some 385
miles to the Chesapeake. Along
the way it passes majestically
through Washington, D.C., at
the feet of the Lincoln and
Jefferson Memorials. Just
two-dozen miles south of the
capital Beltway it begins a wide
sweep around Maryland's rural
Tayloe Neck. Algonquin Indians
named the feeder creek on the
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It's the longest river, at 115
miles, lying entirely within the
state of Maryland. The last 50
miles are navigable, which al-
lowed John Smith to map both
it and the native villages that
lined its banks. Some 200 years
later, British forces sailed up
the river en route to torching
Washington in 1814. In recent
times, battles on the Patux-

ent have been over pollution.
The fight to clean up the river
has been led by Bernie Fowler,
a former state senator, now
retired. For more than 20 years
Fowler has conducted an annua

) The Patuxent: History Meets Nature

“wade-in" (above) to gauge the

river's clarity—and has seen
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" This deep, powerful river
shelters the mid-Atlantic's larg-
est population of bald eagles.
Among their favorite roosts is
Fones Cliffs (above), where they
keep an eagle eye out for boun-
tiful shad and herring. It was
from these sandstone heights
that Rappahannock Indians
ambushed Smith and his men
as they rowed their 28-foot,
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The James: First Colony’s Lifeblood

& Southernmost tributary of
the Chesapeake, the James
River was our unborn nation’s
first commercial waterway.
Just upriver Jamestown, it is
joined by the Chickahominy,
which shares its name with the
tribe that still thrives today.
It was on this meandering
watercourse that John Smith
was taken prisoner by the
Powhatans but was famously

dramatic improvement. The river
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harbors large numbers of bass,
perch, and catfish.

: 3 7 9, Randk cmf
e, Beach

Waldorf Willow:
° @ illows o
©)". ‘O
o P

Point
)

MATTAWOMAN St. \

| NATURAL Charles ¥ Dares
 ENVIRONMENT \ e S  Beacn,
" AREA ’ 5 ‘

ela Plata

Mechanicsville®

oak-timbered Discovery Barge ’ id {5 oA ) Bhno
upriver in August of 1608. Y s 4
Hails of arrows flew from both . %

sides of the river but met stout
shields the crew had erected
atop Discovery's gunwales.
The Indians did not pursue the -
vessel, which was soon safely oCentral T
out of range. Today the river’s / Garage
shoreline remains relatively
undeveloped and unspoiled.
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saved, he later wrote, by the chief’s
daughter Pocahontas. These days

the Chickahominy and its broad )
tidal marshes are a peaceful ) B
refuge, where one can catch a
30-pound catfish or a view of %
cypress “knees” silhouetted by the
sun (above). Charles Stek, Chair-

man of Friends of the John Smith

Chesapeake Trail, has said, “Some
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4 Nearly the entire watershed
of the Nanticoke River is rural,

Greenwood ¢ 3 . 5 "
including bucolic Chicone Creek
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The Nanticoke: Forest and Marsh

with visiting tundra swans and
other waterfowl, the endangered
Delmarva fox squirrel finds a haven
here. Above Phillips Landing in
Delaware lies the nation’s northern-
most stand of bald cypress. Some
of the region’s remaining Atlantic
white cedar swamps are located @
along the Nanticoke, as is seaside
alder, a shrub found here and also,
oddly, in Oklahoma.
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in Maryland, the Pocomoke is
also the Chesapeake’s southern-
most tributary. Below its head
of navigation at Snow Hill, the
river is joined by tranquil Nas-
sawango Creek (above) before
passing through Pocomoke River
State Park. The park shelters a
dazzling display of wildlife, from
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West of Blackwater National
Wildlife Refuge near Cam-
bridge, Maryland, a loose archi-

®Parksley ; & pelago of low, marshy islands
] stretches southward. At its
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Haven .. The Challenge
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®Exmore & Across the Bay's immense watershed
Rereli0p - (right) there remain intact landscapes
and ecosystems that still evoke the time
oNasEapHtox 400 years ago when Capt. John Smith
/ first sailed up its rivers. Many areas,
sg) while altered by centuries of human ac-
tivity, provide wildlife habitat, celebrate
our heritage, offer unparalleled recre-
ational opportunities, and fuel local and
Rogue I. regional economies. Protecting these
oo Machponge lands will require a bold new initiative
& that emphasizes public-private partner-
- "\'f ships and coordinates efforts across
S & jurisdictions to make the most effective
AREA PRESERVE use of resources. With renewed spirit PENNSYLVANIA
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warblers and woodpeckers to
otters and eagles. Over the river's
course, tannins from the decay-
ing bark and needles of cypress
trees stain its clear water dark,
creating a near-perfect mirror. As
deep as 45 feet, the Pocomoke

is reportedly the second deepest
river in the world after the Nile.

¢ iIslands of the Chesapeake

blankets. At the southern end,
on Smith and Tangier Islands,
one can still hear traces of
18th-century English in the
islanders' lilting speech—and
the crabs don't get any fresher
(above). Most of the islands in
between are uninhabited, their
tricky shoals waiting to greet
unwary sailors.



